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So a couple of years I had my swimstep rebuilt by a company who will remain nameless, 

needless to say the results were worse than when I started. So after looking around at other 

swimsteps at Campbell events I decided on what I wanted to do. Well the cost for a teak 

swimstep for a 24 Campbell was pretty staggering after getting quotes from a few sources. So I 

decided I would take a shot and build one myself. So here is a summation of what I did with a 

few lessons learned after use for a couple years.  

First, I decided to stick with teak due to the style of the boat and history demanded it in 

my opinion. So after reading multiple sites, I picked up a few options for building a step. 

Two design revisions to the stock step 

1. Added 3" to depth from 15" to 18" to the step 

a. An observation from using the deck for a few years. It was not wide enough. 

2. Modified opening layout to allow addition of Aquastep self retracting step ladder 

a. Aquastep model 14x21 

b. http://www.aquaperformance.com/1063.html 

 

Teak: I used 4/4 S4S which has a finished thickness of 13/16. I purchased (1) 10 footer 

and (2) 8 footers that were 531/2” wide. The cost at the time was roughly $300 from a specialty 

lumberyard in Anaheim, Ca.. I ripped them down to mostly 131/4” wide pieces with the 

exception of one 331/4”, 3” and 231/4” piece. See cut list for use of wood and also the cut 

lengths. 
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I used a miter chopsaw to cut all the pieces to my required design length.  
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My assembly strategy was fairly simple. I used a combination of two part epoxy with screws to 

pull the pieces together. I purchased 1/2” Teak plugs to hide all the bolts. 

 

 

 

  

 

 My original plan was to use stainless, but I have had issues with them breaking off and 

stripping, so since they would be buried with the epoxy I decided to used the coated square drive 

deck screws. 
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During assembly I put a sheet of plastic on the table.  
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I laid out the screw in a pattern to pull every other piece together and predrilled all the screw 

holes with a countersink so all the screws heads would be buried and not interfere with the other 

pieces going together. The line of screws were about 3” apart in the layout 
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I used the clamps to pull the pieces together after applying the epoxy to both faces of the pieces 

that were to be bonded. I used a plastic mallet to knock them down flat before screwing the 

pieces together, as some pieces had a slight bow to them.  

 

 

  



Triple Sec Campbell Swim Step 
Fabrication Notes 

Page 7 of 17 
 

I was generous with the epoxy and was not concerned with the excess pushing out as that would 

sand off later. The epoxy did stick to the plastic but it tore and sanded off pretty easily.  
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I sanded the deck smooth taking off all of the epoxy. I started with a belt sander, but switched to 

a rotating orbital sander to do the finish work 
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I used the old swimstep for a pattern for the radius on the corners and used a jig saw and belt saw 

to finalize the radius corners.  

Note: Be careful on you screw layout. I had a couple on the edge that were in the radius and ran 

into then while using the scroll saw to cut them 
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After that I used a router to put a 1/4” radius on all external edges and the internal edges for the 

hand holds 
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I epoxied all the oval head stainless bolts for the deck and the step ladder. 

1. I drilled the holes for the attachments 

2. Then drilled out 1/2” holes 3/8” deep for the teak plugs. 

3. The 1/2" hole created a countersink for the bolts. 

4.  I epoxied in the bolts with the teak plugs to hide all the boat heads 
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After the epoxy dried I sanded the plugs flush. That worked a lot easier than my original plan to 

chisel then off.  
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Next I epoxied and screwed the deck reinforcement pieces to the bottom of the deck. I used a 

shorter 3/4” long screw for these. I purchased stainless screws for these due to the exposure. I 

predrilled and countersank the holes. Be sure to verify your support and exhaust layout when 

locating these. I routed the exposed edges of these similar to the original pieces on my old step. 
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The final process was sealing the deck with teak oil. I used Watco teak oil as a lot of Campbell 

users do. One of the tips I picked up online was heating the oil before applying to thin it out and 

improve the absorption in the wood. The other tip was to put on 4 light coats of oil and letting 

them dry 24 hours between coats. I microwaved the teak oil for about 90 seconds in a plastic cup 

and then applied with a disposable chip brush. A foam brush would work ok also. 
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Final piece before installation on the boat, was putting the rubrail around the deck. I could not 

find a single aluminum 3/8” wide rubrail piece long enough to wrap around the deck. I bought 

two 6 foot pieces from McMaster Carr. The deck is only 3/4” thick with the 1/4" rounded edges 

leaves an area for a 3/8” wide piece of rubrail. 

http://www.mcmaster.com/#rub3rails/=mxwdvk 
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The final results installed on the boat. I used stainless aircraft nuts on the installation bolts 
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Lessons learned after installation 

Due to the length of the old deck supports vs. the added 3” depth to the deck, plus the strain put 

on the deck by the additional swing down step. Instead of changing the supports or having 

custom ones built, I decided to add some 131/2”x131/2”x1/8” angle iron reinforcement to the 

center two supports. I used a product named  POR315 to seal the steel. I prefer this to galvanizing 

or powder coating.  








